VICEROYS OF INDIA
Well versed in his profession, popular in society, an
ambitious, cultivated and able man, he had become a
close friend of King Edward VII, during the latter part
of whose reign he acted as Minister in attendance on the
King during his various Continental journeys* The
knowledge of foreign Courts and their leading figures
which he thus acquired was of the greatest value; his
wife was also attached to the Royal Household.
Hardinge was now at the very centre of affairs; his
opinion and his conduct of business were highly regarded in
the Cabinet, for he was known to be both an alert and a
safe man. In 1910 he was chosen by Asquith and Morley
to be Viceroy of India, a post that Lord Kitchener had
long coveted; and he was then made a peer, though he
said that he would have preferred to have waited until
later for this honour. Three main features distinguished
his term of office: (1) the Delhi Durbar held in 1911 to
celebrate King George V's accession. This was a triumph
of organisation and ceremony held in a vast and specially
built camp and attended by all the Indian princes in their
gorgeous paraphernalia (one proposed bringing two tigers
with him). The management and layout of this pageant
was largely due to Hardinge's personal supervision; it
probably surpassed the greatest efforts of the Moguls and
was one of the finest oriental 'displays that have ever been
seen. (2) The declaration of the reunion of the two parts
of Bengal which had been partitioned in Lord Ctmson's
time, a division which had led to much discontent and
sedition. (3) The transfer of the capital of India from
Calcutta to the more central situation of New Delhi. This
annoyed the Calcutta merchants and British residents,
but was otherwise an advantage now that contiguity to
the sea was not a necessity.
In 1912, when Lord and Lady Hardmge were making
their State entry into DelM on an elephant, a bomb waa
thxown at them by which the Viceroy was badly wounded